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Abstract 
 A professional naturalist's incredible, personal portrait of America's largest and most pristine wilderness 
in the lower 48 states: the Northern Continental Divide ecosystem in Montana, Alberta, and British 
Columbia. This vast area includes two national parks in two countries (Glacier National Park and 
Waterton Lakes in Canada), three designated wilderness areas including the famous Bob Marshall 
Wilderness. This book describes the area's geology, wildlife, plant life, and crucial environmental issues 
with over 150 stunning photographs.  
For thirty years naturalist Ralph Waldt dedicated himself to exploring the wildlife and natural features of 
the 10-million-acre Crown of the Continent region. Now he has put his observations of the natural world 
into his first book.  The book draws on more than 30 years of journals, notes and hiking experiences, 
including Waldt’s time as a naturalist at The Nature Conservancy’s Pine Butte Guest Ranch in Choteau, 
Montana. 
 
